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Agri-cultural Heritage Research and Conservation Practices in China:
Progresses and Perspectives

MIN Qingwen' , ZHANG Dan', HE Lu"?, SUN Yehong'

(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
2. Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: With a long history of agri-cultural development, Chinese farmers have been performing
a variety of agri-cultural practices suitable for different natural conditions and created splendid
agri-cultural heritages, including agri-cultural landscapes, knowledge, techniques and so on. The
solid foundations for the study of agri-cultural heritage were laid by the research in agri-cultural
archeology, agri-cultural history, philosophy of traditional agriculture, and agri-cultural folklore
started at the beginning of the 20th century. In 2005, the Qingtian Rice-Fish Culture System in
Zhejiang Province was selected as the first Globally Important Agri-cultural Heritage Systems
(GIAHS) pilot site in China by FAO. It is a milestone of the study in agri-cultural heritage in
China, characterized by cooperation among multi-disciplines, combination of theory and practice,
and the harmony between conservation and development. This paper introduces research
progresses of agri-cultural heritage and its conservation, including documentary-based research,
archaeology, concept and connotation, system structure and mechanism, multi-functionality of
agriculture, and ecosystem services. It also summarizes the experiences and results achieved on
dynamic conservation, law and policy supporting, conservation and development approaches. In
addition, there are some issues we need to pay more attention to during the dynamic conservation
of agri-cultural heritage: 1) to enrich the research content of agri-cultural heritage, and to pay more
attention to the mechanism and quantitative studies of traditional agriculture ecological models, 2)
to study the agri-cultural heritage interdisciplinary, 3) to enhance the investigation, acquisition, and
excavation of agri-cultural heritage values, 4) to pay more attention to innovation, development and
utilization of the agri-cultural heritage, 5) to pay more attention to the agrobiodiversity and
agro-cultural diversity to promote the local development and living standards, and to further
support the modern agriculture, 6) to avoid the “frozen” conservation and the “destructive”
development, 7) to promote the dynamic conservation of agri-cultural heritage by
multi-stakeholders’ participation, including leading roles of the governments, active participation
of the communities, strong support of the technologies, effective input of companies, and vigorous
propaganda of media, and 8) to make agri-cultural heritage sites be platforms for scientific
research, windows for traditional agri-cultural achievements exhibition, bases for traditional
agriculture products with eco-and-cultural characteristics, and destinations for agri-cultural and
cultural tourism.

Key words: Traditional agriculture; Agri-cultural heritage; Globally Important Agri-cultural
Heritage Systems (GIAHS); Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

Eco-agriculture
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