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Tab.1 Composite index at country/region levels
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Reviews on Regional Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment

YU Ou', YAN Jianzhong"?, ZHANG Yili’
(1.College of Resources and Environment, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China;
2. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Assessments of regional vulnerability provide a scientific basis for poverty reduction, sustainable de-
velopment and formulation of adaptive strategies in vulnerable regions. Quantitative methods for regional vul-
nerability assessment are very difficult due to the complexity of man-land system. Vulnerability studies started
late in China, and the earlier studies concerned more on the distribution of vulnerable areas but less on vulnera-
ble people, which prevents the central and local governments from formulating scientific adaptation policies and
measures. This paper reviews the understandings of vulnerability and the methods for regional climate change
vulnerability assessment. Cases about qualitative analysis, index evaluation and vulnerability evaluation based
on sustainable livelihood framework and GIS methods are introduced. Suggestions on vulnerability assessment
based on sustainable livelihood framework are also presented for the vulnerable regions of China.

Key words: region; vulnerability assessment; quantitative appraisal; sustainable livelihood framework;

climate change
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