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Tab.2 The classified statistics of China’s population agglomeration in county scale( 2006)
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Fig.1 The distribution of China’s population agglomeration index in county scale

a is the agglomeration area distribution; b & c are the areas with mean values & the areas with sparse distributions
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Fig.2 The comparison between distribution of population agglomeration index and topographic relief index in China
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Fig.3 Population distribution in coastal area, areas along river

and areas along the railways in China
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Fig.4 China’s population density distribution during 1952-2006

Fig.5 China’s Lorenz curve of area-population and
Gini coefficient in 2006
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Research on the Spatial Pattern of Population Agglomeration
and Dispersion in China

LIU Ruiwen, FENG Zhiming, YANG Yanzhao, YOU Zhen
(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Population agglomeration and dispersion are the most direct and the most concentrated expression of
population spatial distribution pattern. The research on population agglomeration and dispersion spatial pattern
and its formation mechanisms in a specific region will not only help to reveal the population agglomeration and
dispersion in the region of the inherent law itself, but also benefit the study of the overall regional population
spatial pattern, and even further, the study of regional economy agglomeration and urbanization. With the largest
population and significant difference in regional natural condition and economy, China’s population agglomera-
tion and dispersion, in terms of not only the size but also complexity, are not comparable in the world. Thereby,
research on the spatial pattern of China’ s population agglomeration and dispersion, which will contribute to
grasping the essence of China’s population spatial distribution pattern, is of great significance in both academy
and practice. The article chose the classification evaluation of population agglomeration, which classified China
into many population agglomeration types of different levels according to their population centralization index,
and then, discussed them in each type. Based on this and the comprehensive consideration on the spatial distribu-
tion pattern of China’ s population, natural conditions, human environment suitability and economic develop-
ment, the article generalized the spatial pattern of China’s population agglomeration and dispersion .

Key words: population agglomeration and dispersion; spatial pattern; population agglomeration index;

classification evaluation; urbanization; China
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