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Vertical zonation of mountain landscape: A review. SUN Ran-hao, CHEN Li-ding, ZHANG
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Abstract: Vertical gradient of mountain landscgpe is about 1000 times of its horizontal gradient,
and hence, only using landscgpe pattern index is quite difficult to reflect the landscape regularity
along vertical gradient Mountain altitudinal belt isa kind of classic geographic models representing
the vertical differentiation of landscgpe, being of significance in geogrgphic and ecological resear-
ches However, the discrete expression pattern and the inaccuracy of the borderlines of mountain
vertical belts Imit the roles of mountain vertical belt in accurately describing landscgpe pattern in
regional scale and in explaining ecological proceses Thispgper reviewved the research progress and
existing problen son mountain altitudinal belt, put foward a suggestion of usingmodern infomation
technology o establish a canprehensive and continuousmountain landscgpe information chart, and
discusxd the franavork and progect of the establisment of the chart, which would have reference
value for accurately describingmountain landscgpe pattern and explaining ecific ecological proces
s, and pranote the further mprovament of the methodology for mountain ecological research
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