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Abstract: W ith the increasing demand for cleanwater, thewater conservation of forest ecosystan
has raised increasing concerns Thispaper reviaved the research progresson the concept of water
conervation, summarized itsmain manifestations, and introduced the measurament methods of
water siorage The current studies lack a comprehensive analysis of the water conservation func-
tion of forest ecosystan. W ater conservation is a dynamic canprehensive concept, which develops
with the advancements in forest hydrology research The broad and narrov sensesof water conser-
vation could be found in recent literatures The manifestations of water conservation in a broad
snse cover the rainfall interception and sorage, runoff regulation, precipitation increasing (in
debate) , and water purification, etc , while the actual manifestations of water conservation are
closly linked 1o the study area, objectives, and scales Currently, the methods for measuring
the anount of conserved water include il water storage cagpacity method, water balance method,

annual runoff method, and multiple-facior regression analysismethod, etc , and all of then have

their prerequisites and limitations In practice, the measuranent methods should be slected ac-
cording o actual situations
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