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Absgtract The concept of ecosygem sernviceswasfirg used in 1960s in abroad and the terminology of* ecosys
tem services’ gppeared in 1981. Three classfications of ecosygem services included function classfication ,
gructure classfication and description classfication, in which function classfication has been used widdy.
The rdationship between ecosysem services and biodiverdty was examined to undergand the mechani sm of for
metion and variation in ecosygem services. At present , many case gudies have been conducted to obtain the
eocoromic values of ecosygem services a local |, river badn, regona and nationa levels with three kinds of
methods: ecoromic method , emergy method and benefit trander. In China, the concept of ecosygem services
was introduced in 1990s and , snce then, there have been many sudies about ecosysem services which i
wolves the introduction of abroad gudies, forming and accumulating process of ecosygem services and case
dudies.

Because of limitations on the gudies of ecosygem services, including the rdiability of the eva uation re-
aults, corfuson of ecological capita and ecosysem services, uncertainty of the quantity of ecosygem services,
uncertainty of the nonetary values of ecosysem services, and conplexity of ecosygem functions and services.
A new paradigm of ecosygem services sould be st to grictly digingui sh the ecosysem servicesfrom ecological
capitd , to eval uate the ecosysem services on the bass of ecologica nonitoring and ecologcal nodds, and to
divide the regon into different unitsin evaluation of regona ecosysem services. The researches on ecosygem
srvices dould pay nore atention in the conplex relationships between ecosysem services, sructure and pro-
ceses, the repponse and feedback of ecosystem services to human activities, the impacts of changes in ecosys
tem services on human well-being , the impactsdf policies and ingitutionson ecosygem services, and the norr
etary values of ecosysem services from different kinds of ecosysems.
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