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Tab.1 The hydrologic date on the source area of Mekong River
(m) (m) (m's) (m%'9)
1994. 9. 4 30.0 0.33 1.07 10.6
1999.7.12 51.0 0.35 1.81 32.3
1994.9.4 40.0 0.73 1.89 54.9
1999.7.12 62.0 0.72 2.63 117. 4

Fg. 2 River syssem on the source areas of Mekong River

© 1995-2004 Tsinghua Tongfang Optical Disc Co., Ltd. All rights reserved.




188 20

(D , 1994 54.9m°/ s,

10. 6m*/'s; 1999 117. 4m°/ s, 32.3m% s
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0.60km? 1999 9 Fg. 3 The urce of Mekong River
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Tab.2 The hydrologic date of the Gaoshanguxi river and the Gaodipu river

(km) (km? (km?) (km?) (m) (m) (m/' 9 (Mm% s
22.59 97.25 2.78 0.67 9.45 0.30 3.37 9.55
21.62 78. 83 0. 60 0.11 11.0 0.29 2.49 7.94
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The source of Lancangjiang (Mekong) River

ZHOU Chang-jin,GUAN Zhi-hua
(Ingtitute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS ,Bejing 100101, Ching)

Abstract : Comprehensive survey and anaysdsof the headwatersof the Mekong River by use of
GPS, GIS and SRS show that the ource of the Mekong River is the Zha' aqu River which
startsfrom the termina of a smal glacier on the Guozongmucha Mountain in Zaduo County ,
Qinghai Province. The dtitude of the ourceis5 244m, lying between 94°41' 44" E and 33°42
31'N.

The Mekong River flows through sx Adan countries and ranks as the 12" largest river in
the world. From the urce to itsfirst convergence of bigger tributaries of Zha agu River and
Zhd naqu River , Ganasongduo ( 94°36 40" E and 33°12 33'N ) , the Zha' aqu River has a
length of 101. 1km, a drainage area of 2634. 0km® and a discharge of 117.4m3 / s which was
measured on July 12, 1999. From Zhanahuohuozhudi ( 93°52.926 E and 33°16.534 N ) to
Ganaongduo , the Zha naqu River hasalength of 93. 0km , a drainange areaof 1999. 3km? and
a discharge of 32.3m*/ s which was measured on July 12, 1999. At the joint ( Ganasongduwo ) ,
the current direction of the Zha nagu River isfrom west to east and the Zha agu River isfrom
north to south. After jointing, the river iscaled Zaqu River and It’ scurrent direction is nearly
from north to outh. The run of the Zha aqu River is dmilar to that of the Zagu.

From Ganasongduo to Changduin Tibet Autonomous Region, the Zaqu River is518 kmin
length. Down from Changdu to the outlet of the river indde China, the river is caled Larr
cangjiang River , which has a drainage areaof 167487km?, alength of 2161km and a mean an-
nua discharge of 2180m*/ s. .

Key words: river source; river head; Mekong River ; international river
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